Aavnairi! 


Petogep  Eural  Btetrict  Council. 

MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  ANNUAL  REPORT 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1942 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  23rd  Annual  Report  on  the 
Public  Health  and  Sanitary  Administration  of  your  district. 

This  report  is  brief  and  is  according  to  instructions  reseived  from  the 
Ministry  of  Health  in  their  cirular  2773  dated  March  10th,  1943. 

I  have  th9  honour  to  remain , 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  WILSON, 

18  Victoria  Road,  Salisbury.  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Population — Census  1931  :  14,292. 

Population — Estimated  Mid.  1942 — 14,460 
Area,  75,828  Acres 
Rateable  Value  :  £93,286 
Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  :  £391  3  11 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  as  shown  by  Rate  Books  end  of  1942 


3,584. 


Births,  1942.  Male. 
Live  148 

Still  9 


Female.  Total. 

148  296  (17  Illegitimate) 

2  11  (1  Illegitimate) 


Birth  Rate,  1942. 
Live  20.4 

Still  0.76 


England  and  Wales 
Live  15.8 

Still  0.54 


Birth  Rate  Average  last  10  years  18.6 

England  and  Wales  ,,  ,,  1°  ,,  14.8 

Deaths  :  Males,  78.  Females  75.  Total,  153. 

Death  Rate  (1942)  10.5  Average  last  10  years  10.8 

England  and  Wales  ,,  11.6  ,,  ,,  10  ,,  12.2 

Number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  :  Males  6 
Females  5.  Total,  11. 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  (per  1,000  Live  Births)  37.1 
England  and  Wales  49.0 

Infantile  Mortality  Average  last  10  years  44.0 

England  and  Wales  ,,  ,,  10  ,,  55.0 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Total  Cases 

Cases  admitted 

Total 

Disease. 

notified 

to  Hospital 

deaths 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

23 

20 

0 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

0 

0 

0 

Pneumonia 

5  (1  Mil). 

1  (Mil). 

0 

Erysipelas 

5  (1  Mil). 

1  (Mil). 

0 

Measles 

64 

0 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

31 

1 

0 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

4  (1  Mil). 

3  (1  Mil). 

0 

Polio-Encephalitis 
Dysentry  (Sonne). 

1 

0 

0 

9 

9 

0 

Scarlet  Fever.  Of  the  23  cases  notified  (all  civilian)  20  were  i  1 
the  latter  half  of  the  year,  they  occurred  two  or  three  at  a  time  and  were 
fairly  equally  distributed  over  the  district  and  never  became  epidemic. 
No  death  was  recorded. 

Diphtheria.  No  case  of  this  disease  was  notified  during  the  year. 

Pneumonia.  Five  cases  only  of  this  disease  were  notified  and  one 
of  these  was  in  a  soldier.  None  of  them  died. 

The  Registrar  gives  four  males  and  six  females  as  dying  of  this 
disease,  but  on  analysis  two  had  not  been  notified  to  me,  one  was 
inward  transferable  and  the  others  were  of  types  which  do  not  require 
tD  be  notified. 

Erysipelas.  Five  cases  notified  one  was  military  and  all  call  for 
no  comment. 

Measles  and  Whooping  Cough.  64  of  the  former  and  31  of  the 
latter  were  notified  to  me,  one  of  the  latter  (a  very  small  baby)  was 
treated  in  Hospital  and  recovered.  The  death  from  measles  was  of 
a  very  malignant  type  and  the  patient  died  within  a  day  or  two  of 
onset,  a  brother  died  in  Hospital  from  encephalitis  when  suffering 
from  measles  at  the  same  time. 

Cerebro-Sp  anal  Fever.  Four  cases  were  notified,  one  being 
military,  none  of  them  died  ;  the  one  death  given  by  the  registrar  was 
in  a  sudden  death  which  was  investigated  by  the  coroner  in  a  man  aged 
39  and  the  diagnosis  was  not  made  till  after  death. 

Polio-Encephalitis.  The  case  recovered. 

Dyseniry  (Sonne).  These  nine  cases  arose  in  an  institution  in 
the  district  and  were  of  a  mild  type  and  all  recovered. 


Tuberculosis.  Thirteen  cases  of  all  kinds  were  notified  to  me 
during  the  year  and  of  these  three  died  before  the  end  of  the  year. 
One  was  a  transfer  from  another  area  and  one  was  a  discharge  from 
the  R.A.F.  both  these  left  the  district  early  in  1943. 

The  Notifications  were  : — 


Male  Pulm. 

1  between 

20—25 

Female  Pulm. 

1 

99 

5—10 

2  between 

20—25 

2 

99 

25—35 

1 

35—45 

2 

9  9 

55—65 

Male  Non  P. 

1 

99 

25—35 

Female  Non  P. 

1 

99 

5—10 

1 

10—15 

1 

99 

15—20 

The  Deaths  were 

Male  Pulm. 

1 

99 

35—45 

Female  Pulm. 

1 

99 

55—65 

Female  Non  P. 

1 

1 

99 

15—20 

1  „ 

20—25 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria.  This  campaign  continues. 
During  the  year  105  children  under  5  years  and  29  between  5  and  15 
were  immunised  by  me,  this  brings  the  total  to  the  end  of  1942  to 
598  under  5  years  and  1811  between  5  and  15  which  means  that  ap¬ 
proximately  39,3%  of  the  children  under  5  and  75.5%  of  those  between 
5  and  15  had  been  immunised  in  the  district,  and  the  work  is  being 
still  carried  on. 

The  difficulty  is  to  get  parents  to  realize  that  their  children  should 
be  done  directly  they  become  one  year  old  and  every  facility  is  given 
for  this  to  be  done  without  cost  to  the  parents. 

In  1943  the  aid  of  practitioners  has  been  called  in  to  immunise 
those  children  which  do  not  come  to  clinics. 

Water  Supplies. 

Provision  has  been  made  for  the  coupling  up  of  Pewsey  Public 
Supply  to  that  of  Pewsey  Colony  in  the  event  of  damage  to  the  works. 
This  mutual  arrangement  will  ensure  a  supply  to  either  of  the  systems. 

Both  the  Pewsey  and  Ludgershall  supplies  were  examined  bacterio- 
logically  regularly,  the  results  showed  no  harmful  pollution. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  work  of  connecting  house  properties  to  the  Pewsey  main  sewers 
was  not  completed  during  the  year.  Statutory  Notices  were  served, 
but  only  a  small  number  of  owners  complied  with  the  notice. 

With  the  exception  of  some  difficulty  in  the  drying  of  sludge,  the 
Pewsey  sewage  works  were  satisfactory. 


Closet  Accommodation. 


There  was  little  change  in  the  district  as  a  whole,  a  small  number 
of  conversions  were  made  at  Pewsey  and  in  a  few  isolated  cases  in 
other  parts  of  the  district. 


Public  Cleansing. 

The  regular  collection  of  house  refuse  was  maintained  throughout 
the  district,  although  at  times  it  was  found  difficult  because  of  the 
salvaging  of  waste  materials,  which  makes  considerable  demands  on 
the  available  labour. 

No  complaints  of  vermin  at  the  dump  were  received. 

Milk  Supplies. 

Regular  inspections-  of  cowsheds  and  dairies  were  made  during  the 
year,  when  it  was  noted  that  the  standard  of  production  was  lower 
than  in  the  pre-war  years.  Every  effort  was  made  to  improve  the 
standard  and  a  small  labaratorv  was  set  up  at  the  Council  Offices  for 
the  purpose  of  assisting  producers.  This  laboratory  was  started 
voluntarily  by  Mr.  Timothy  anil  is  now  efficiently  working  and  recog¬ 
nised. 

Number  of  samples  taken  during  the  year,  132. 


Legal  Action. 

In  no  case  was  it  thought  necessary  to  resort  to  legal  action. 
Housing. 

The  shortage  of  materials  and  labour  reduced  the  work  of  repair 
and  improvement  to  properties  to  a  minimum.  In  many  cases  owners 
were  prepared  to  carry  out  works,  but  were  unable  to  get  builders  to 
accept  the  orders. 


Overcrowding. 

The  lack  of  housing  accommodation  has  resulted  in  cases  of  over¬ 
crowding  throughout  the  district.  It  is  impossible  to  give  figures 
because  of  the  frequent  changes  brought  about  by  service  personnel 
and  their  families. 

Circumstances  are  such  that  the  standards  laid  down  in  the  Housing 
Acts  cannot  be  enforced. 


SANITARY 

INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 
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Nuisances  ... 
Slaughter- 

150 

31 

20 

— 

20 

— 

11 

houses  . . . 
Knackers’ 

439 

15 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15 

Y  ards  . . . 

25 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Places  where'] 
food  is  pre- 

>  45 

9 

6 

*  6 

3 

pared  . . .  J 
Cowsheds  ...  ] 
Dairies  and 
Milkstores  J 
Tents,  Vans, 

L  326 

35 

21 

— 

21 

— 

14 

Sheds,  etc. 

14 

7 

6 

— 

6 

— 

1 

Bakehouses 

Butcher’s 

20 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

Shops 

209 

11 

2 

— 

2 

— 

9 

Totals 

1228 

122 

55 

- - 

55 

_ 

67 

Not  classified  above  : — 


Housing  .  .  .  .  .  89 

Infectious  diseases  .  .  .  .  30 

Visit  to  Factories  .  .  .  .  12 

Unclassified  visits  and  inspection — water  samples, 

drain  testing,  refuse  collection,  byelaws,  etc .  508 

Total  Number  of  Inspections  .  .  .  1,867 

Milk  and  Dairies,  etc. 

Number  of  Wholesale  Producers  on  register  (1942)  168 

,,  Retail  Purveyors  on  Register  (1942)  71 

,,  Certificates  issued  (Producers)  (1942)  3 

,,  Certificates  issued  (Retailers)  (1942)  2 


Meat  and  Foods. 

The  continued  centralisation  of  slaughtering  has  facilitated  inspection 
of  the  meat  supplies  of  the  district  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  arrange¬ 


ment  will  be  continued. 

Weight  of  meat  condemned  during  the  year  .  28,552  lbs. 

Other  foods  .......  .  .  .  .  236  tins 


TOTAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


Causes  of  Death. 

M. 

F. 

Causes  of  Death. 

M. 

F. 

All  Causes 

78 

75 

Appendicitis 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 

Other  digest,  diseases 

3 

3 

Cerebrospinal  P'ever 

1 

Nephritis  .  . 

2 

Scarlet  Fever 

Puerp.  and  postabort,  sepsis 

Whooping  Cough 

Other  maternal  causes 

Diphtheria 

Premature  birth  .  . 

2 

2 

Tuberc.  of  Respir.  syst.  .  . 

1 

1 

Cong.  malf.  birth  ini.  Inf.  dis.  2 

2 

Other  form  of  Tuberc. 

2 

Suicide 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

1 

1 

Road  Traffic  Act  . . 

1 

2 

Influenza 

1 

Other  violent  causes 

2 

2 

Measles 

I 

All  other  causes 

7 

8 

Ac.  Polio-mvelitis  and  Enceph. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 

year- 

Ac.  Inf.  Enceph. 

Total 

6 

5 

Cancer  of  b.  cav;  and 

Legitimate 

6 

5 

oesoph  (M.) 

Illegitimate  . . 

uterus  (F) 

2 

Live  Births 

Cancer  of  stomach  and 

Total 

148 

148 

duodenum 

1 

Legitimate 

138 

141 

Cancer  of  breast 

4 

Illegitimate  . . 

10 

7 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  .  . 

9 

6 

Stillbirths 

Diabetes 

2 

Total 

9 

2 

Intra.  cran.  vase,  lesions 

7 

10 

Legitimate 

8 

2 

Heart  disease 

26 

18 

Illegitimate  . . 

1 

Other  dis.  of  circ.  syst.  . . 

5 

3 

Population 

14,460 

Bronchitis 

2 

Pneumonia 

4 

6 

Other  Resp.  diseases 

Ulcerof  stomach  &  duodenum 

Diarrhoea  under  two  years 

1 

